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New Year,
New Me
My name is Kimberly Van Ry
and I am new to the Moore
Community. I have been
teaching in Tacoma, WA at
Wilson High School for the
past 19 years. I look forward
to assisting in the
continuation of shaping the
Redlands community. I am
excited to be here and begin
a new chapter in my
profession. 
 
I have two daughters who
attend REV, and my husband
Jeff is a proud U of R grad.
We have returned home. 
 
My passions include my love
of reading, traveling, trying
new and different cuisines,
and my animals. I am
originally from Chicago but
consider myself a global
citizen. 
 
 

SYLLABUS 

Overview: This course focuses on reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills
which are integrated and developed through a study of short stories, nonfiction
essays, novels, poetry, film and plays as mandated by the state of California and
the Common Core Standards.  Students are expected to be proficient in all
standards to be successful for this course and beyond. The overarching theme of
this year is perception and reality, and risk and exploration. All major texts and
assessments will relate to these themes.  
 
COURSE MATERIAL:    Text supplied:  California Collections Grade 7, Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, 2015. 
The textbook is also accessible on line. 
 
SUPPLIES 
•A composition notebook  (NO SPRIALS PLEASE!) 
•A folder or binder to keep your work designated for English only. 
•Black or blue pen only. 
•1 each of the following: yellow, orange, pink, and green highlighter 
•Two independent readings (IR) that will be chosen at a later date from the
approved list.  It is suggested that students supply their own copy of their
selected independent reading but this is not always required. Other options
include but are not limited to school and public Library, along with limited
classroom selections. 
 
Teacher Page: 
By accessing my teacher page and Google Classroom, students and parents can
check due dates for assignments, homework, download documents, access weekly
vocabulary, and find other helpful information that can assist in making students
more successful. Having students become responsible, independent,  and
accountable for their learning is key, especially as they prepare for future classes
and state assessments. 
 

Rm: E-7     kimberly_vanry@redlands.k12.ca.us     909.307.5300 ext 43307



GRADES AND OTHER POLICIES
ASSESSMENT/GRADES 
This class has a two part grading system for assessments; numeric and standards
based. Formative and summative assessments will be given and each will be broken
down into specific categories.  Final grades will be based on total points earned and
proficiency of the standards for the grading period. Students and parents may
access their grades in Aeries at any time.  
Grading Scale: 
A 100% – 93%    A- 92% - 90%     B+ 89% - 87% B          86% - 83% 
B- 82% - 80%    C+ 79% - 77%      C 76% - 73% C-         72% - 70% 
D 69% - 64%     F 63 and below 
 
Grading Categories: 
Independent Reading: (This will show up in the grade book under the category IR).  
Formative assessments: 
Vocabulary: 
Summative Assessments: 
Citizenship: 
 
Standards: 
Standards will be denoted in Aeries as the following to demonstrate student’s
current mastery of standards.  These markings have no point value attached to
them and do not affect the overall numeric average. The letters will be what is
visible in AERIES. The numeric percentages are present to provide an approximate
percentile of the range of students’ progress:  
 
Standard                     %Equivalent           Score Value 
Exceeds=(EXC)                  (94%)                       (4) 
Meeting=(MET)                 (85%)                       (3) 
Approaching=(APP)           (75%)                       (2) 
Developing=(BEG)             (64%)                       (1) 
 

•LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTED. 
However, it is important you do your best so that you may be successful as you
prepare for high school. If you turn in work late it will only be accepted during the
current unit and receive at most 50%.  

PARENT/STUDENT
COMMUNICATION
and TECHNOLOGY
IN THE
CLASSROOM

Student progress can be
monitored by accessing
AERIES. Students should have
a user name and password.  If
a student or parent is unsure
of their access codes please
contact the appropriate school
counselor. The AERIES site is
updated daily/weekly as soon
as a grade change has
occurred and has been made
public. 
 
Technology in the Classroom: 
There are to be no cell phones
used in class. Abuse of this
policy will result in
disciplinary action of the
Moore student handbook. 
 
 If a student abuses the
privilege while participating in
technological activities,
parents will be notified
immediately of the infraction
and student privileges will be
permanently rescinded from
future exercises.    
  

Vacation
Plans/Absences
Students who are aware of
planned absences must
complete all assessments
before they leave and turn in
all work before the absence or
they will incur a grade
penalty.   
 
A word of caution: If a student
is aware that an assignment is
due on November 23rd and
they know that they will be
gone for Thanksgiving
vacation on the 21st, it is the
student’s responsibility to turn
in the assignment early, or to
give it to a friend to turn in on
the due date.  Failure to do so
will cause the assignment to
be late and reduced credit will
be awarded. 



  INDEPENDENT READING (IR)
For each unit of study, independent reading is required. 
The selected text will: 
     - be related to the current unit of study/theme 
     - be used as an additional text that students may draw evidence from for future  
       assignments/assessments. 
     - assist with vocabulary enrichment 
     - build comprehension and inference skills 
 
It is suggested and encouraged that students purchase personal copies of
selected readings so that they may: 
      -annotate freely in them, creating personal dialogue as they engage critical        
        thinking strategies with the text.  
      -practicing annotation skills for HS and beyond 
 
Copies of texts can also be acquired through: 
      - Amazon, Barnes and Nobel, Half Price Books, Target, or any other major          
 retailer of books   
      -the local library 
      -from the instructor in the form of a class copy 
Note: In the later options, students will not be permitted to write in the text and
will have to use a notebook or post it notes for their annotations. Students will also
be responsible for loss/damage to any text similar to the public library or Moore
textbook policy. 
 
Students will self-select from the provided options for each unit, or provide a
potential selection of their own.  Students will then: 
      -read 
      -annotate 
      - journal 
      -complete a character portrait 
      - write on a selected prompt in the form of an essay. This prompt will be issued
by the teacher.  The essay assessment will be written independently outside of
class. Each IR essay will be assessed and feedback will be provided to improve
student writing performance and success. 
 
Due dates for IR’s: 
Due dates for IR’s will be provided in advance.  Students will typically have 4-7
weeks (this time frame is fluid and will be altered as necessary) to complete their IR
assessment.  There will be a total of 2 IR’s for the school year, 1 per semester in
addition to other novels read in class.  

IR TEXT
SELECTION

Selected independent reading
texts require parental
approval in the form of a date
and signature as well as
instructor approval.  Students
must come prepared with a
few choices when submitting
options for their IR. Once a
text has been selected there is
no option to change texts
during the process; chose your
text wisely.  

PLAGIARISM
Any form of plagiarism on an
assignment will receive an
automatic zero and the
Teacher will contact the
parent or guardian of the
student.  
 
Students will have the
opportunity to resubmit a
plagiarized assessment for a
grade reduction of 50%. 
 
If a student is caught cheating
on a test, quiz, or other
assessment, or thought to be
based on collected evidence,
an automatic zero for all
students involved will be
registered.  There is no
opportunity for retests on high
stakes assessments. 



CITIZENSHIP AND CLASSROOM
EXPECTATIONS
Citizenship Grades: 
“O” = Outstanding 
An outstanding citizen understands what it means to excel
at school.  They will follow all school and class rules,will
be respectful at all times, will be an active participant in
class,  will understand what it means to have integrity,
and will set the example on campus. 
 
“S” = Satisfactory 
A citizen who is satisfactory demonstrates the behaviors of
an outstanding student most of the time but may have to be
reminded of expectations and behaviors, OR is well-
behaved, but does not participate in class or assist in the
building of the learning community. 
 
“N” = Needs Improvement 
A citizen who needs improvement is one who is disruptive
or disrespectful on more than one occasion and needs
constant supervision and reminding of the expectations of
our classroom and campus. This includes plagiarism,
cheating, bullying, harassment, fighting, and dishonesty.  
 
“U” = Unsatisfactory 
A student who is continually disruptive to the learning
environment and others safety, disrespectful, or dishonest
may earn a "U". 

DONATIONS
REQUEST

Our global classroom needs
your help. If you are able we
are looking for the following: 
-printer paper (white) 
-Tissues 
-Expo white board markers-all
colors 
-rulers 
-Post It pads all sizes-all
colors 
-new and old young adult
novels 
-gift cards to Amazon, Office
Depot, Barnes and Nobel 
 
We thank you in advance for
supporting our learning
community.

Parent
Homework
Please go to my teacher pages
and email me tonight
identifying the most efficient
way to reach you. This way I
will also have you in the
system. 
 
Please also answer the
following questions: 
 
1. How does your student learn
best? 
 
2. What are your students
strengths? Weaknesses? 
 
3. What methods work  best to
motivate your student? 
 
4. What else should I know
about your student to assist
them this year?  




